Mast Cell Disease Assessment by Flow Cytometric Analysis.
Mast cells are present at a low frequency in bone marrow, rendering high-sensitivity multiparametric flow cytometric analysis an ideal method to assess antigen expression on mast cells. This article discusses the normal antigen expression profile of mast cells, established criteria to identify neoplastic mast cells, and new immunophenotypic markers and approaches to identify the presence of neoplastic mast cells in cases of mastocytosis.